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And it mas fo. that all chat ſatm it ſaid, There was no ſuch thing 
+ done or ſeen from the Day that the Children of II yael came up 
out from the Land of Egypt unto ehis Day, confider of i its tale 
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JUDGES XX. 30. 


And yt was ſo, that all that Jaw it ſaid, There mas no ſuch thing 
done or ſeen from the Days that the Children of Iſrael! came n oẽ 
From the Land of Egypt unto ths Day; conſider of it, take"Advice 
and ſpeak your Minds. 5 15 | 7 
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Text; for when there were Judges, there was no Ring in {fae! 
| (tho! as to the preſent purpoſe, they vere Judges of another 
Nature that removed ours.) We have an account of this prodigious and 
horrid Action, cloathed with: all the Circumſtances of Wonder and Dete- 
ſtation, but yet well timed for its Commiſſion, it being done when upon 
the want ot, the Regal Power, Judg. 2 1. #5. Every Man did what war 
right in his own Eyes; or, in another Dialt&, as che Spirit moved him. 
ind as for the Authors of this exicrable Fact, we have them defending 
chemlelves with their Swords, and for-ſome time aſſerting their Villany 
with their Succeſs and Victory-atdinabeir Brethreo, twice beaten and 
maſſacred before them in XepIRgone, IN as you may ſee; in the next 
ter. 71 4 hs 1 „ 4 ir : 3 
Jo not profeſs my ſelf 


T HERE. is a certain faral Pertinency in the very Phraſe of the 
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en. 7 
* Skill'd in (myſtical Interpre- 


the Death of the King ; as {Otne- | the n interpret Ser ipture, as if the 
whole Book of God was only to tell things tranſacted in England and Scot- 


8 lan; ſo that there cannot be ſo much . Houſe fired, or a Leg bro- 


ken, but that they can find it in Daniel gr the, Revelations, No, I pre- 
tend to no ſuch Skill; ir is enough for me if I bring the preſent Buſineſs 


and the Text together, not by Deſign, but Accommodation: And as the 


_— 2 


Phraſt runs full and high, ſo i doubt not but to find ſuch a parallel in the 


| thipgs themſelves, that it may be a queſtion whether of the two may have 


a better claim to the Expreſſion. The Cauſe here which was worded with 


0 bigh-Aggra%a4ions, Nas or done tg one fingle Levite, in the 
[4] 


villainous Rape of the Concubine; the Reſentment of which'was ſo great, 
that it engaged the reſt of the Tribes to Revenge his Quarrel with a Civil 
War, in which the Pre- eminence and Conduct was given by God's Ap- 
| tment to the Royal Tribe of Jadzh.' The Scepter being moſt con- 

_ cern'd-roafferr the Privileges,and revenge the Injuries of the. Croſier. We 
have the Penjamites fturdily abetting what they had impiouſly done, and 
fer 2 while vicorious in Villany, (by the help of God's Providence) 
trempling on thoſe that Fought by the Warrant of his Precept. 7 


Let vs now ſee the Counter part: He that dates the King's Murder 
from the fatal Blow given on the Scaffold, judges like him that thinks 
tis che laſt ſtroke that fells the Tree; the killing of his Perſon was only 
the Conſum mation of his Murder; firſt begun in his Prerogative. We have 
heard che knack of a e Perſonal and politick, and I oe, 
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Premiſes,” vary proteſt agzioft che Concluſion ; they cover their Prevari- 
cation withia 


_ apprehenſion of the blackeſt Fact that ever the Sun ſaw, ſince he withdrew 


ty) that to drop the blackeſt Ink, and the bit tereſt Gall upon this Fact, 
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ib Laftly, Point out the Deſtruction and grim Conſequences of it. 
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poſe” they diſtingoich the King into two, that each Party might Murder 
him under one, And for thoſe whoſe Loyalty does only conſiſt in deſign- 
ing that Action which was taken out of their Hands, and having laid the 


1 Fig-leat,' and only differ from the other Party in thia, that 
Theſe endeayour to diſguiſe the Author of the Fact, Thoſe only the Execu- 
tioner. Well then; "when a long Sun-ſhine of Mercy had ripen'd the Sins 
of the Nation, ſo that it vas now ready for the ſnatterings of Divine Ven- 
geance; the Seed of Faction and Rebellion baving been for a long time 
Rudiouſly ſown by Schiſmatical Doctrines, and well watered by Seditious 
Lectures, the firſt Aſſault was made againſt the Tribe of Lev? by ſome im- 
placable Enemies of the Church, the fury of whoſe Luſt and Ambition no- 
thing could allay, till they had full ſcope to proſtitute her Honour, and 
raviſh her Revenues, till at length, cut, divided, torn in pieces as ſhe 
was; ſhe lay a ghaſtly Spectacle to all Beholders to all the1/rael of God. 
4 Andas this was done to our Engliſh Levites, ſo it was acted, I canuot 
ſay dy Benjamites, but rather by ſo many Benjamites, ; j. e. ſuch as reign 
like Wolfs, till by their Rapine and Sacrilege, they had their Meſs five times 
bigger than their Brethrens. The proſecution of which Quarrel was armed 
by the Royal Standard, and the Defence of the Church manag'd by the 
Defender of the Faith; in which it pleaſed the Able and Wiſe God, to cauſe 
Judah to fall before Benjamin, the Lyon to be a Prey to the Wolf; by 
which fatal Trace of Providence] the King being kill'd long before Forty 
Five; by natural and immediate Sequel to compleat the Adion. Charles 
was murder'd in Forty Eight, And this is the black Subject of this Days 
Solemnity, In my Reflections upon which, if Deteſtation (that is, a due 


upon the Suffering of our Saviour) chance to give an edge to ſome of my 
Expreſſions, let thoſe know, (the nature of whoſe Actions has made Truth 
look like a Sarcaſm, and Deſeriptions ſharper than Invectives ;) 1 ſay, let 
theſe Cenſures know- (whoſe Innocency lies only in the AQ of indemni- 


is not Satyr bur Proprietx. | a 
No ſince the Text ſays, There was no ſuch thing ever done or ſeen, the 
proper proſecution of the Words, all applied to this Occaſion, muſt be to 
ſhew wherein the ſtrangeneſs of this Decd conſiſts ;and ſince the nature of 
every particular Action is to be learnt by reflecting upon the Agent ang 
the Object, with all the retinue of Circumſtances thar attend it, under 2 
certain determination, I ſhall accordingly diſtribute my following Diſcour ſe 
into theſe Materials: I ſhall | : e 
1. Conſider the Perſon who ſuffer d. 5 
2. Shew the Preparation or IntroduQion to his Suff. ring. 
3. Shew you the Qualities of the Agents who acted in it. 
4+ Deſcribe the Circumſtances and Manner of the Fact. 


Ot all which in their Order. 
951 [ JV — 
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I. He that Cuſer's was a King. * what, is more, ſachs a King! as was 


- 


12 not choſen; but born to it; owing his Kingdom, not to the Voice of h o- 
| | pularicy, but the Suffrage of Nature ; He was. a David. a Saint, aKiog, R 
= but never a Shepherd: All the Royal Blood in Chriſtendom ran in his k 
Veins, i. e. many Kings went to the making up of him, and his Improve- n 
ment and Education fell in ways not below his Extraction. He was ac- N 
curate in all the commending Excellencies of Human Accompliſhments, C 
able to deſerve, had he not inherited a Kingdom +. Of ſo controuling a Ge- V 
nius, that in every Science he did not ſo much Study as Reign; he appear d St 
not only a/Proficient but a Prince; and to go no further for a Teſtimony, ſo 
let his own Writings ſerve fora Witneſs, which ſpeak him no leſs an Au- 
thor than a Monarch, compoſed with ſuch an unfailing Accuracy, ſuch a 
| commending majeſtick mf, as if they had been written, not with a et 
Pen, but a Scepter; and as fox thoſe whoſe virulent and ridiculous Ca- N 
lumnies aſcribe that incomparable Work to others, tis ſufficient Argu- p- 
ment that thoſe did not write, becauſe they could not write it. "Tis hard Se 


to counterfeit the Spirit of Majeſty, and the Unimmitable Peculiarities gt 
of an [ncommunicable Genius. At the Council-Table he had Ability enough m 
do give himſelf che beſt Council, but che unhappy Modety. to diffide in it, fit 
indeed his only. Fault ; for Modeſty is a Paradox in Majcliy, and ail hi 


is a Soleciſm in Supremacy. {44% co 
Look we next on his Piety and Incomparable Virtues, tho vithout any 13 
abſurdity I may ſay, that his very Endowments oſ Nature were Superna- ve 
tural: ſo Pious was he, that if Others had meaſur'd their Obedience to Es 
him, by his to God, he had been the moſt abſolute Monarch in the World. tri 
As eminent for ſrequenting the Temple, as Solomon for building one: No be 
Oecaſions ever interfered with his Devotions, nor Buſineſs out- dated his O 
time of Atrendance in the Church; ſofirm in the Proteſtant Cauſe, tho? for 
he lay ia the midſt of Tempration, in the-very Boſom of Spain ; and tho? de 


France lay in his, yet nothing could alter him, but that he eſpouſed the be 
Cauſe of his Religion more than his beloved Queen. He ever filled the Ce 
Title under which we prayed for him. He could defend NN as a King, to 
diſpute for it as a Divine, and die for it as a Martyr. ILthiak that I (hall ſtr 


peak a greater Truth in faying, That the only thing thar makes Proteſtan- wy 
tiſm confiderable in Chri ſtendom, is the Church of England; and the only th 
thing that does nov cement and confirm the Church of England, is the Pe 
Blood of that Bleſſed Martyr. He was ſo well skilled in all Controverſies, 20 
that we may well Stile him in all Cauſes Eceleſiaſtical, not only Supreme hit 
Governor but Moderator, nor more fit to fill the Throne than the Chair; ] in! 
and, withal, ſo Exact an Obſerver and a Royal Rewarder of all ſuch Per- a 
formances, that it was an Encouragement for a Man to be a Divine under de 
ſuch a Prince, Which Piety of his was ſet off with a whole train of Moral {ci 
Vertues. His Temperance was ſo great and impregnable amidſt all thoſe of 


Alluremeats with which the Courts of Kings are apt to melt the moſt Stoi- - 
cal and reſolved Minds, that he did at the ſame time both teach and up- 

braid the Court; ſo on it was not ſo much their own Vices, as his Vir- 7 
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tue, that render d their Debauchery inexcuſable. Look over the whole 


Race of our Kings, and take in the Kings of Tae! to boot, and whoever 
kept the Bonds of Conjugal Affection ſo inviolate. David was chiefly e- 
minent for Repenting in this Matter; Charles for not needing Repentance. 


None ever of greater Fortitude of Mind, which was more reſplendent inthe - 


Conqueſt of himſelf, and in thoſe miraculous loſtanceg, of his paſſive 
Valour, than if he had ſtrewn the Field with the Rebels Arms, and to the 


Buffrage of his own Cauſe, joyned the Succeſs of theirs; and yet, withal, 
fo Meek, ſo Gentle, fo Merciful, and that even to Cruelty ro himſelf, that 


if ever the Lion dwelt with the Lamb ; if ever Courage and Meekneſe 
were united, it was in the Breaſt of this Royal Perſon ; and which makes 
the Rebellion more ugly and intolerable, there was ſcarce any Perſon of 
Note among his Enemies, who did not wear his Colours, and carry ſome 
particular mark of his Favour and Obligations: ſome were his own menial 
Servants, and eat Bread at his Table, before they lifted up their Heel a- 
gainſt him: ſome received from him Honours, ſome Offices and Employ- 
ments. I could mention Particulars of each kind, did I think their Names 
fit ro be heard of in a Church, or from a Pulpit. In ſhort, he ſo bebaved 
himſelf toward them, that their Rebellion might be Malice indeed, but 


could not be Revenge. | 


And theſe his Perfonal Virtues ſhed a ſuitable influence upon his Go- 


. veryment” for the ſpace of 17 Years ; the Peace, Plenty and Honour of the 


Engliſþ Nation ſpread it ſelf even to the Enyy of all Neighbouring Coun- 
tries; and when that Plenty had pamper'd them into Unrulineſs and Re- 
bellioa, yet ſtill the Juſtice of his Government left them at a loſs for an 
Occaſion to Rebel, till at laſt Ship-Money was pitch d upon as fit to be re- 
form d by Exciſe and Taxes, and the burden of the Subjects took off by P lun- 
derings and Sequeſtrations. The King now, to ſcatter that Cloud which 
began together, and look Black upon the Church and State, made thoſe 
Condeſcentions to their Impudent Petitions, that they had ſcarce any thing 
to make War for, /but'what was granted them already; and having thus 
ſtript himſelf of his Prerogative, he left it clear to the World, that there 
was nothing left for them to fight for but only his Life, Afterwards, in 
the proſecution of this unnatural War, what Overtures did he make for 


Peace? Nay, when he had his Sword in his Hand, his Armies about him, 


a Cauſe to juſtiſie him before God and Man, how did he chuſe to compound 


himſelf into nothing? To Depoſe and Un-king himſelf by their hard and 


inhuman Conditions? But all was nothing: He might as well comple- 
ment a Maſtiff, or court a Tyger, as think to vin thoſe who were now hard- 
ned in Blood, and thorough: pac'd in Rebellion, Vet the truth is, his Con- 
ſcience Uncrown'd him, as having a Mind too pure and delicate to admit 
of thoſe Maxims and Practices of State that uſually make Princes Great 
and Se, 492763047 1 $49 hat. 637090%) THERE If 


Having thus with an unheard-of Loyalty fought againſt bim, and 1 


quer'd him, they commit him to Priſon: and the King himſelt Notes, that 


t has always been obſerv d, that there is but little diſtance between the 
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Priſons of 3 Re their Graves; to \which I ſubjoin, that where the 


Obſervation is conſtant, there muſt be ſome ſtanding, Cauſe of the Connexi- 
on of the thing obſerved: aad indeed it is a direct Tranſlation from the 
Priſon to the Grave, the difference between them being only this, that he 


whois Buried is Impriſoned under Ground, and he that is Impriſoned, is 
Buried above Ground; and I could wiſh, that as they ſlew and buried his 


Body, ſo we [tad not alſo Buried his Funeral. 1 
But, to finiſh this poor and imperſe& Deſeription, tho' it 1601 2 Perſon 


ſo Renowned that he neither needs the beſt, nor can be injured by the 


worlt: Vet, in ſhorr, he was a Prince whoſe Virtues were as prodigious 
as his Sufferings, a true Father of his Country, if but for this ooly, that 


he was Father of ſuch a Son. And yet the moſt Innocent of Men and Beſt 


of Kings, ſo Pious and Virtuous, ſo Learned and Judicious, ſo Merciful 
and Obliging ; was rebelb'd againſt, drove out of his own Houſe, purſu d 
as a Partridge on the Mountains, like an Eagle in his own Dominions, 
inhumanely Impriſoned, and for a Cataſtrophe of all, moſt barbarouſly 
Murthered ; tho' io this his Murder Was the els Woſal, in that his Death 
releaſed him from his Priſon. 

2. Having thus ſeen the Perſon ſuffering, let us in the next Place ſe 
the Preparations of this Bloody Fact, and indeed it would be but a prepo- 
ſtrous Courſe, to inſiſt only on the Conſequent, without taking notice of 


the Antecedent. Ir were too long to dig to the Spring of this Rebellion, 


and to lead up to the Secrecies of its firſt Contrivance ; but as David's 
Phraſe is upon another Occaſion, it was ſramed and faſhioned i inthe loweſt 
parts of the Earth, and there it was fearfully and wonderfully, made a 
work of Darkneſs and Retirement, removed from the Eye of all Witneſ- 


ſes, even that of Conſcience allo ; for Conſcience was not admitted into 
- their Council. But their firſt Deſign was to procure a Levite to Conſe- 


crate their Deſign, and a Factious Miniſtry to Chriſten it the Laws of God: 
They ſtill own their Party for God's own I rael, and being ſo, it muſt needs 
be their Duty to come out of Egyps, though they Provicet themſelves a Red ih 


Sea for their Paſſage, 


For their Aſſiſtance they repair to the Northern steel, and brisg in an 
unnatural mercenary Crew, that like a ſhole of Locuſts covered the Land, 
ſuch as inherited the Deſcription of thoſe, which. God brought upon his 


People the Fews; a Nation fierce, peopled and ſcattered ; and till we 


ſhall read that God puniſhed his People from the North, as Jer, 50. 3. 
Out of the North comes Deftruftion, which ſhall make the Land deſolate, 


Jer. 4. 6. I will bring evil from the North, and great Deſtruction Now 


to endear and unite theſe into one Intereſt, they invented. a Covenant, 


much like to that which ſome are ſaid to make with Hell, and an Agree- 
ment with Death. It was the moſt ſolemn piece of Perjury, the moſt fatal 


Engine againſt the Church and Bane of Monarchy , the greateſt Snare 


of: Souls and Myſteryſof Iniquity, that ever was hammered out by the Wit 
and Wickedneſs of Man, I ſhall. not, as they de, Abuſe Scripture-Lan- 


| stage, and call it * Blood of the Wenn but give it its proper 17 
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The Covenant of Bload; ſuch an one as the Brethren, Simeon and Levi, 
r made when they were going about the like Deſign ; their very Poſture 
. of taking it was an ominous mark of its Intent; and their holding up their 
Hands, vas a ſign they were going to ſtrike, It was ſuch an Oleo of Trea- 
1 ſon 7 Tyranny, that one of the Aſſembly of their own Prophets gives 
of this Teſtimony of it in bis Narration upon it (and his Teſtimony is true) 
5 that it was ſuch a Covenant, that whether you reſpect the Subject · Matter 
of it, or the Occaſion of it, or the Perſons engaged in it, or laſtly, the 


N manner of impoling it, the like was neyer read, ſeen, or heard of. The 

8 truth is, it bears no other likeneſs to other ancient Covenants, than as | 

5 at the making of them; thoſe ſlew Beaſts and divided them, ſo this was bi 

© | folemmizdwich Blood, Slaughter and Diviſion, But that I may not accuſe 1 

t in general, without a particular Charge, read it over as it lands prefixt to 4 

a their Catechiſms (as if withbut it their Syſtem of Divinity was not com- | | 
bi 


pleat, nor their Children like to become Chriſtians, unleſs they were 

5. Schooled to Treaſon, and Catechis d to Rebellion) I ſay, in the Covenant 
y as it ſtands here, in the third Article of it, after they had firſt promiſed ro 
h defend the Privileges of Parliament, and the Liberties ot the Kingdom; at 
length they alſo promis'dto defend the Perſon of the King, viz; in the 


OB EAT I 


Preſervation and Defence of the true Religion, - and Libertics of the King- 
b do; ſo that their P romiſes and Loyalty to him was not Abſolute but Con- 


dicional, bound Hand and Foot with this Simulation, fo far as he preſerveth 


— ———— — — — „ 
— —B bbs hen ed 
— „ —A— 
—_ * + "way -® 88 


* the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdom. Now thoſe very Perſont 
4 who Covenanted thus, had already from Pulpit and Preſs declar'd, the 


Religion and way of Worſhip eſtabliſh'd in be Church of England, and 
N then maintain d by the King, to be Falſe, Popiſn and Idolatrous; and withal, 
* that the King had invaded their Liberties, Now for Men to ſuſpend their 
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| 
Obedience upon certain Conditions, which very Conditions they declar*dat 1 
22 the fame time not perform d, was not to profeſs Obedience, but remonſtrate | ' 
A the Reaſons of intended Diſobedience. We ſee now the Doctrine of the Co- R 
ds venant ; ſee now the uſe of this Doctrine, as it was charg'd home with a Md 
d. ſuitable Application, in a War raiſed againſt the King, in the cruel. Ulage i 
: and Impriſonment, Killing, Sequeſtring and Undoing all that adhered to 
N him, All which Home proceedings, tho his Majeſty now ſtupendiouſly for- 
d. gives, yet the World will aot, cannot, yet forget; his Indemnity is not an 
a Oblivion; and tho' thoſe Perſons who now clamour and cry out, they are 


| Perſecuted, becauſe they are no longer permitted to Perſecute, and who 
3. chooſe rather to quit the Miniſtry, than diſown the Obligation af the Co- 


e, venant, I leave to all impartial and underſtanding Minds to judge, whether 
30 they do not by this openly declare to the World, that they hold themſelves 
t. obliged by Oath, as they are able, to act over again all that hath hitherto 
ah been done by virtue of the Covenant, and conſequently that they left not 
al places for being Non-Canformiſts to the Church, but for being virtualy 
* Rebels to the Crown ; which makes them juſt as worthy to be indulged, as 


a Dropſie, or a malignant Fever, which is exaſperated by Mitigation s and 

inflamed by every-cooling-Jofuſion, n 
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. 6 
But to draw the Premiſes cloſer ro * 1 age, That which was 
the proper means ro enable the King's Enemies to make War ügalhſt him, 


and upon that War to Conquer, and upon thae Conqueſt! to Imprifon, ang 
inevitably to put the Power in the Hands 6Fthbſe, who by that Power in 


the end did Murther him; Thaf, according to the Genuine conſcquehce af 
Reaſon,was the natural Caufe of his Murder, This is the Propoſition that 
1 alert, but 1 ſhall not trouble my ſelf to make the Aſſumption; and in- 


deed thoſe who wipe their Mouths, and lick themſelves Innocent by clap- | 


ping this Act upon the Army, make juſt the ſame Plea that Pilate did for 
his Innocency in the Death of Chgiſt, becauſe he left the Execution to the 
Soldiers or what the Soldiers may make for clearing themſelves of alf this 
Blood that they have ſpilt, by charging it upon their Swords.” Tronelude 


therefore, that this was the gradual Proceſs to this horrid Ad; this the 


Train laid to —_ up ny; this the oy by whichrhe King ace d 
the Scaffold. 

3. Come we now in the third place to ſhew vhs: were the Aftors i in this 
Tragick Scene; when through the Anger of Providence, the thriving Ar- 
my of Rebels had worſted Juſtice, cleared the Field, ſubdued-all Oppoſſtions 
and Riſings, even to the very lnſurrections of Conſcience it ſelf; ſo that 
Impunity at length grew into Reputation of Piety, and Succeſs gave Re- 


| bellion the varniſf of Religion; that they might conſummate their Villa- 


ny, the Gown was called in to eompleat the Execution of the Sword; and 
to make Weſtminſier. Hal a place to take away Lives as well as Eſtates, 2 
new Court was ſer up, and Judges pack d, ho had no more to do with Ju- 
ſtice, than ſo far forth as they deſerved to be the Objects of it; in'which 


they firſt begin with a Confutation of the Civilians Notion of juſtice, and 


Jariſdi&ion, it being with them no longer an Act of the Supreme Power: 
Such an Inferior Crew, ſuch a Mechanick Rabble were they ( having nor ſo 
mach as any Arms to ſhew the World, but what they uſed in Rebellion) 
that when I ſurvey the Litt of the King's Judges, and the Witneſſes againſt 
him, l ſeem to have before me a Catalogue of all Trades, and ſuch as might 
have better filled the Shops of Heſtmixſter· Hall, than far on the Benches ; 


ſome of which came to be Poſſeſſors of the King's Houſes, who before bad 7 


ns certain dwelling but the King's High- way; and ſome might have conti- 
nued Tradeſmen ill, had not Want and Inability to Trade ſent them to the 
War, Now that a King,ſuch 4 King,Chould be Murther'd by ſuch, the baſeſt 
of his Subjects, and nor like a Nimrod (as ſome ſanctiſied Preachers have 
caljed him) but like Act æon, torn by a pack of Blood-Hounds; that the ſteam 
of a Dunghil ſhould thus obſcure the Sun. This ſo much enhanceth the 
Calamity of his Royal Perſon, and makes his Death as different from his 
who is Conquered and Slain by another King, as is between being rorn 


by a Lyon, and being eaten up by Vermin ; pardon the Expreſſion, for it 
came into my Mind by ſpeaking of thoſe many, of which were ſome time 
Beggars. For the Feer to trample upon, yea kick at the Head, would ir not 
Jo like a Mon ler? But indeed, heſe of all others were the firceſt Inftra- 
care kor ſuch a Work; ; for baſe Deſcent and poor Education diſpoſerh the 
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Mind to Impiouſnefs and Cruelty: As of Beaſts, thoſe are the molt Savage 
. which are bred in Dens, and have their Extraction from under-Ground, 
"Theſe therefore were rhe whorty Judges and Condemners of that Great 
King: even the Retuſe of the People, and the very Scum-of the Nation, 
that was at that time both the uppet maſt and baſeſt part of irt. 

41 . Paſs ve nov in the fourth Place ti the Circumſtances aud Manner of 
proceeding in this Ugly Fact: And the Circumſtances we know have the 


greateſt caſt in determining the nature of all Actions, as we judge of any 


one's Parts or Qualities by the nature of his Attendance, 1ſt. Then, it was 


not done like other Works of Darkneſs, in ſecret, nor (as they uſe to 
Preach) in a Corner, but publickly, coloured with the Face of Juſtice, ma- 


naged with Openne(s and Solemnity, as Solemn as the League and Cove- 
nant ir ſelf. Hiſtory indeed affords us many Examples of :Princes clande- 
ſtinely Murther'd, which, tho' it be Villanous, is in it ſelf more excuſable ; 
for he that doeth ſuch a thing in ſecret, by the manner of doing conſeſſeth 


himſelf aſhamed of the thing he does: Bur he that acts in the Face of. the 
Sun, vouches his Work for Laudable, Glorious and Heroick. Having brought 


him to the High Court of Juſtice (ſo called I conceive, becauſe Juſtice was 


there Arraign'd and"Condemn'd,or perhaps becauſc it never ſhewed:Mercy) 
by a way of Trial as unheard: of as the Court, being permitted not fo 
much as to ſpeak in his own Defence, but with the Innocence and Silence 
of a Lamb Condema d to Slaughter, and it would have been well for them 
if they could as eaſily have impoſed Silence on his Blood. Being Condema'd, 
they {pit in his Face, and deliver d him to Mockery and Affront of the Sol- 
diers; ſo that I wonder where the Blaſphemy lies, which ſome charge upon 
thoſe who make the King's Suffering ſomething reſemble. our Saviour's: 
hut is it Blaſphemy to compare the King to Chriſt in that reſpe&,in which 
Chriſt himſelf was made like a Servant ? For can he be like us in all Things, 
and we not like him? Certainly there was ſomething in that Providence 
that appointed ſo long ago the Chapter to be read on the day of our Sa vi- 
our's Paſſion, to be read likewiſe on the day of our King's; and lam ſure 
that the reſemblance is fo near, that had he lived before him, he had been a 
Type of him, I confeſs there is ſome diſparity in the Caſe, for they ſhewed 
themſelves worſe than the Fews. But however, fince they object that we 
make the King like Chriſt, l am willing it ſhould be their Commendation to 


be as unlike Chriſt as they pleaſe. Ler us now follow him from their Mack» 


Tribunal to the place of his Reſidence, till his Execution; nothing remains 
for a Man Condemned, and preſently to leave the World, but theſe two 
Things; 1ſt. To take leave of his Friends, a thing not denied to the uglieſt 
Malefactor, which is ſufficiently apparent in that it hath not been denied ro 
themſelves: Yer no Intreaties from him or his Royal Conſort, could pre- 
vail with theſe Mortkerers to let her take the laſt Farewel and Commands 


of her Dying Husband. He was permitted to take no Farevel but to the 


World. Thus was he ſtript of all, even from the Prerogative ot a Prince 
to the Privilege of a Maletactor. The next thing deſired by all dying Chri- 
ſtiane, is freedom to converſe with God, and to prepare themſelves to meet 
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bim at his dreadful Tribunal; but with an Italian eruelty to the Soul us 
vell as the Body, they debar him of this freedom alſo, and even Solitude, 
his former Puniſhment is now too great an Enjoy ment. But that they 
might ſhew themſelves no leſs Enemies to the private, than they had been to 
publick Prayers, they diſturb his Retirements, and with Scoffs and con- 
tinual Calumnies vpbraid thoſe Devotions which were then interceding for 
them; and I queſtion not but that Fanatick Fury was at that height, that 
they would have laughed at Chriſt himſelf had he uſed his own Prayer. 


With theſe Preludiums is he brought to the laſt Scene with Mockeries 


and Cruelty, to a Stage erected before his own Palace, and for a greater 
affront to Majeſty, betore that Part of it in which he was wont to diſplay 
his Royalty, and to give Audience to Ambaſſadors, where now he could 
not obtain Audience for himſelf, in his laſt Addreſſes to his abuſed Subjects. 
There he receives the fatal Blow; there he dies conquering and pardoning 
bis Enemies, and at length finds that faithfully performed on the Scaffold, 
which was at firſt promiſed in the Parliament, and perhaps in the ſame 
Sence, that he ſhould be a glorious King. And even this Death was the 
Mercy of the Murderers, conſidering what kind of Death ſeveral propoſed, 
when they fat in Council about the manner of it, even no leſs than to exe- 
Cute him in his Robes, and afterwards to drive a Stake thro' his Head and 
Body to ſtand as a Monument on his Grave. In ſhort, all kinds of Death 
vere propoſed, that either their Malice could ſuggeſt, or their own Guilt 
deſerve. And would theſe then now find in their Hearts, or have the Face 
to deſire to live? and to plead a Pardon from the Son, who thus Murthered 
the Father ? I ſpeak not only of thoſe Wretebes who openly embruedtheir 
Hands in the bloody Sentence, but ot thoſe more conſiderable Traitors who 
had the Villany to manage the Contrivance, and yet the Cunning to diſap- 
pear at the Execution, and perhaps tho good luck to be preferred after it. 
And for thoſe who now ſurvive, by a Mercy as incredible as their Crimes, 
which has left them to the ſoft Expiation of Solitude and Repentance, tho 

_  uffally all the Profeſſions. that ſuch make of Repentance, are nothing elſe 
bur the taint Reſentment of a guilty Horrour, the Convulſions and laſt 


Breathings of a gaſping Conſcience, And as the Mercy by which they live 


is made a vifibledefiance to Government, and a ſtanding Encouragement 


to theſe Alarms of Plots and Conſpiracies: So I beſeech God that even | 


their ſuppoſed Repentance be not ſuch, as both themſelves and the King- 
dom hereafter may have bitter cauſe too late to repent of. And if indeed 
they ſhould prove ſuch as have no Conſcience but Horror, who by the ſame 
Crimes will be irreconcileable, for which they deſerve to be unpar- 
donable; who would reſume thoſe Repentings upon Opportunities, which 
they made upon Extremity; and being ſaved from the Gallows, make the 
uſual requital that is made for that kind of Deliverance; I ſay, if ſuch Per- 
ſons ſhould not only for a time be chained,and tied up, like fomany Lions in 
the Tower, that they may gain more Fierceneſs, and run again at Majeſty, 
Religion, Laws, Churches and the Univerſities; whether God intends by 


this a Repetition of our former Confufions, or à General Maſſacre of our 


Perſons 
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Perſons (which iu mol likely) the Lord in his Mereyofie and. . us to 


endure the ſmart of a miſimproved krauidence, and the infaruate trultrati- 
on of ſvch a miraculous Deliverance. - 
But to retura'to-this Bleſſed Martyr: '- We Hou Gin hi Murder'd ; 

y other Scene of Cruelty: to act? Is not Death the end of 
the Murderers Malice, as well as the Life of him that is Murthered? No, 
there is another and viler Inſtance of their implacable Cruelty; in the 
very Imbalming of his Body, and taking out of his Bowels (which had 
they not relented to his Enemies, had not been ſo handled) they gave or- 
der to thoſe to whom that Work was commitred, diligently to ſearch 


and ſee (I ſpeak it with Shame and Indigoation) wherhcr his Body was 


not infected with; ſome loathſome Diſcaſe, I ſappoſe, that which ſome of 
his Judges were ſo much troubled with : Now any one may ſee, that far- 
ther ro Intimate an Inquiry was, in effect, to enjoyn the Report. And 
here let any one judge, whether the remorſleſs Malice of imbittered Rebels, 
ever roſe to ſuch an heighth of Tyranny ; the very Embalming his Body 


muſt be made a means of corrupting his Name ; as if his Murder , as nor 


compleat, if, rogether with his Lite, they did not aflaſſinare his Fame, and 
butcher his Reputation: But the Body of that Prince, Innocent and Vir- 
tuous even to a Miracle, had none of the Ruins and genreel Rotrennels of 
our Modern Debauchery; it was firm and clear like his Conſcience :He fell 
like a Cedar, no leſs Fragrant than Tall and Stately; Rotrenneſs of Heart 
and Bone belong to his Murtherers, the Noiſomnefs of whole Carcaſſcs, 

cauſed by the Noiſomnel$ of their Lives, might evea retaliate and revenge 


their Sufferings, and while they are under the Execution, poylonthe Execu- | 


tioner. But the laſt grand comprehenſive Circumttance, which is as it were 


the very Form and Spirit that did actuate and ron thro? all the reſt, is, tha: 


it was done with the pretence of Conſcience, aud the Proteſtations of Reli- 
gion, with Eyeslift up to Heaven, Expoſtularing with God, with Pleas of 
Providence and inward Inſtigat ions, till at laſt with much Labour aud many 
Groans they were delivered of their conceived Miſchief : And certainly we 
have cauſe ro deplore this Murder with Faſting, if it were but for this Rea- 


fon, that it was contrived and committed with Faſting z every Fall porter». 


ded ſome Villany, as ſtill a Famine uſhers in a Plague: But as Hunger ſerves 
daly for Appetite, ſo they never ordained an Humiliation, but for doing 
ſomething, which being done might find them matter of a Thankſgiving ; : 
and ſuch a Fury did abuſed Piety inſpire into the Church Militant upon 
theſe Exerciſes, that we might as ſafely meet an hungry Boar, as a preach- 
ing Colonel after a Faſt, whoſe murdiFous Rumiliation, ſtrangely verifie 


that Propheſie in Iſai. 8.2. When they ſhall be hungry, they ſhall curſe 


their King and their God, and look upwards ; that is, they ſhould rebel 


and blaſt heme devoutly; tho' by the way, he thar is always Jooking up- 
wards can little regard how he walks below. 


But was there any thing in the whole Book of God to warrant this Re- 
bellion ? Inſtead of Obedience, will they Sacrifice him whom they ought 
to 0 ORF 2 4 r Fer Daniel dreamed! a — and there is alſo ſomething 


in 
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in the Revelations concerning à Beaſt, and a little Horn, and a fifth Vial, 
and theretore the King ought undoubredly to dye; but if You nor I can 
gather ſo much from thele places, they will tell us tis becauſe we are 
not inwardly enlightned. But others more knowing, but not leſs vick- 
ed, inſiſt not ſo mach on the Waryane of it from Scripture, but plead 
Providential Diſpenſations; God's Works, it ſeems, muſt be regarded 
before his Words: and their Latin Advocate, Mr. Milton, who like a 
blind Adder has ſpit ſo much Poiſon on the King's Perſon and Cauſe, 
ſpeaks to this roundly; Deum ſecutiiDucem, ( impreſſa paſſim Divina 
veſtigia verantet, vi am haud obſcuram, ſed ilaſtrem, & illius auſpiciis 
commonſtratum (x5 pattſaFum ingreſſi ſumus. | 
But muſt we read God's Mind in his Footſteps or in his Words? This 
is as if when we have a Man's Hand- writing, we ſhould endeavour to 
take this Meaning by the meaſure of his Foot. But ſtill is Conſcience 
pleading, a Covering for all Enormities, and an Anſwer to all Queſti- 
ons and Accuſations alſo ; what made them Fight againſt, Impriſon, and 
Murder their Lawful Sovereign? Why Conſcience, What made them 
extirpate the Government, and pocket up the Revenuesof the Church ? 
Conſcience. What made them purſue themſelves with contrary Oaths ? 
What made Swearing a Sin, and Forſwearing none? What made them 
lay hold on God's Promiſes, and break their own ? Conſcience. What 
made them Sequeſter, Perſecute and Undo their Brethren, ravin their 
Eftates, and rvin their Families, get into their Places, and then ſay 
they only rob the Egyptian? 'Why: till this large capacious thing is 
Conſcience. The Poet ſays, Vis fierr dives, Bethinie ; Conſcius eſto? 
which I think way be properly conſtrued thus, If you would be Rich, be 
(in their ſenſe) Conſcientious. We have liv'd under the Model of keli- 
gion, in which nothing has been counted Impious, but Loyairy, nor Ab - 
ſurd, but Reſtitution But, Oh Bleſſed God ! to what an height can 
proſperous, audacious Impiety riſe? Was ic not enough that Men once 
Crucified Chriſt, but that there muſt be a Generation of Men, who would 
Cruciſie Chriſtianity ? Muft he who taught no Defence but Patience, but 
allowed no Armour but Submiſſion, and never varranted the ſhedding 
any Blood but his own, be now again mocked with Soldiers, and vouch- 
ed the Author and Patron of all thoſe hideous and rebellious Acts, which 
an ordinary Impiety would ſtand amazed at, and which in this World he 
has ſo plainly condemned in his Ward, and will hereafter ſeverely Sen- In q 
tence in his own Perſon ? Certainly theſe Monſters are not only Spots 
ia Chri:tjanity, but ſo many ſtafiding Exceptions from Human Na- BB 
ture. | 8 FS | 5 
5. In the Fifth and laſt Place, let us view the horridfleſs of the Fact, 
in the fatal Conſequences that did attend it. Every Villany is like a 
great Abſurdicy, drawing after it a numerous train of homogeneous Con- 
| ſequences, and none ever ſpread it ſelf into more than this. But I ſhall hi * 
endearour to reduce them all into two ſorts; ſuch as were of a Civil, and ie ſ. 
ſuch as were of aReligions Conceree rn. 


And 
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And firſt for W's Civil Political +.” JN of it; they immediately 
N a change of that Government, whoſe praiſe had been proclaim'd 
even by its Enemies. It was now ſhred into Democracy: and the Stream 
of Government being cut into many Channels, ran thin and ſhallow; 
whereupon the Subjects had many Maſters, and every Servant ſo many 
diſtind Services. But the Wheel of Providence, which they only look d 
at, and that even to giddineſs, did not ſtop bere, bur by a fatal Viciſſi- 
tude, the Power. and Wickedneſs of thoſe many, were again compacted 
into one, and from that one returning again into many, with ſeveral at- 
tending Variations, till at length we pitch'd upon one again, one beyond 
vhom they could not go, the Ne plus mitra of all Regal Excellencies, as 
all Change tends to, and at laſt ceaſes upon its acquired Perfection. Nor 
was the Government only, but the Glory of our Nation alſo chang d; 
diſtinction of Orders confounded, the Gentry and Nobility, who Voted 
the Biſhops out of their Dignities in Parliament, by the juſt Judgment 
of God were thruſt out themſelves, and brought under the laſh of an im- 
perious Beggar on Horſeback, Learning was diſcountenan 
Univerſities threatned; the Laws to be reform'd ; the M 
tion to be burnt ; ſuch an-inundation of Deluge and Ruin, Reformation 
and Confuſion had ſpread it ſelf upon the whole Nation, that it ſeem?d 
a kind of reſemblance af Noah's Food} in which a few Men 4 a- 
mong Bea ſis. } | 

The Second ſort of ene were of Religious Cancitvtif 1 Fives 4 
not of the Contempts and Rebukes lying upon the Preachers of thoſe 
Days; for they brought their Miſeries upon themſelves, and had a great 
deal more cauſe to curſe their own ſeditious Sermons, than to curſe 
Merox. They ſounded the firſt Trumpet to Rebellion, and like the 
Saints, had Grace to perſevere in whar they firſt began; courting an 
Uſurper, and calling chemſelves his Loyal and Obedient Subjects, never 
endeavouring ſo much as to think of their lavful Soveraign. 1 ſpeak 
not therefore of theſe; but the great deſtructive Conſequence of this Fact 
was, That it left a lafting {tur upon the Proteſtant Religion. Tell it not 


ia Gath, publiſh it not in the Streets of Askelon, leſt the Daughters of 


be Philiſtians triumph, left the Papacy laugh us to ſcorn. I confeſs the 
editious Writings of ſome who call themſelves Proteſtants, have ſuffi 
Licntly beſpattered their Religion. See Calvin warranting the three 
States to oppoſe their Prince, 4 Juſt. 20th, 31. See Mr. Knox's Appeal, 
nd in that Arguments for reſiſting the Civil Magiſtrate, Read Mr. Bu- 
hanan's Diſcourſe, De jure Regni apud Scotis, Read Vindiciæ contra Ty- 
annos, under the Name of Junius Brutus, writ by Ortoman the Civilian . 
ee Pareus on theſzgth to the Romans, where he ſtates à large Term, 
trocem aliqua injuria, and a very eaſie Application to be ſufficient | rear - 
on for the raking up Arms againſt the King. Burt this rather a Com- 
ent on the Covenant, than on the 12th: co the Romans. Both of 


Flach, as they reach the ſame Doctrine, ſo they deſerved and had juſtly 


* But theſe a Fi like Neeping Lions, lay ſtill 
a greac 


a great while, and never vere com er tf -awaked, nor appeared in the 
Field, till the French Holy League, and the Exgliſb Rebellion. Let the 
Poder - Plot be ſo bad as twill, yet till there is as much difference be- 
tween that and the King's Marder, as between an Action and Attempt: 
What Bulls and Anathema's could not do, ſeditious Sermons have brought 
about What was then contriv'd againſt the Parliament, has ſince been 
done by it. What the Papiſts Powder: intended, the Soldiers Matches 
have effected. I ſay, let the Powders Plot be lobok'd wpon, as indeed it 
is, the product of Hell, as black as the Souls and Principles that hatcht 
it ; yet ſtill this Reformation Murder will pre penderate, and 7annary al- 
ways have the precedency of November. I ee ne 
And thus 1 have traced this accurſed Fadt through all the Parts and 
Ingredients of it: And now if ve reflect upon the Quality of the Perſon 
upon whom it was done; the Condition of the Perſons that did it; 
the Means, Manner and Circumſtances of its Tranſaclion: 1 ſuppoſe it 
will fill up the Meaſure, and reach the heights of the Words in the 
Text, That there was newer fuch.'a thing done or ſeen ſince the day that. 
the Children of Iſrael came up out of the Land of Egypt until this day. For 
my part, my Apprehenſions of it overcharge my Expreſſions, and how 6 
to ſet it off I know not, ſor black receives no other Colour: But when 
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1 call to mind all the Ideas of Horror, and all the Records of the Grecian 1 

_ and Barbarian Murders, together with new-fancied Inſtances, and un- Af 

heard- f Poſlibiliries, yer I find none parallel; and therefore have this only | 0 

to ſay of the King's Murder, That »tis a thing, than which nothing = 

can be imagin'd more ſtrange, and amazing, and aſtoniſhing, except its | 
Pb 0797 notion” runes: x 19185 Tels þ 

And now having done with the Firſt part of my Text, does it not na- = 


turally engage me in the Second? Muſt ſuch à Deed as was neither 
ſeen nor heard of, neither be ſpoken of, or muſt at be ſtrok d with ſmooth lo 
mollifying Expreſſions ? Is this the way to cure the Wound, by pouring 
Oil upon thoſe that made it? And muſt 4% lom be therefore dealt gent -C 
ly wich, becauſe he was a ſturdy Rebel ? HH, as the Text bids us, we con- Ct 
ſider the Fact, and rake Advice with Reaſon and Conſcience, we cannot pr 
but obey it in the following words, and ſpeak cur Minds. For could 
Cræſuss dumb Son ſpeak upon the very attempting a Murther upon his De 
Prince and Father, and ſpall a Preacher be dumb when ſuch an Action gu 
is committed? Therefore having not yet finiſhed my Texr, nor accord: ph: 
ing ro the command of ir, ſpoken all my Mind, I have one thing more En. 
to propoſe, and with that to conclule. „ iin 
Would you be williog to ſce this Scene acted over again? To ſet ger 
that reſtleſs plotting Humor that now boils and foments in many Tra. an 
tors Breaſts, once more diſplay it ſelf in the diſmal Effects of War and yer 
Deſolation ? Would you ſee the raſcality of the Nation in Troop! iog 
and Tumults beleague the Royal Palace? Would you hear the Miniſten ne 
abſolving their Congregations from their ſacred Oath of Allegiance inte 
and ſending them into the Field. to loſe their Lives and Souls in! pit) 
ES: 2 ol OY prof Pf 
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profeſſed Rebellion againſt their Soveraign ?, Would you ſee an iofolene 


over- turning Army in the Heart and Bowels of the Nation, moving 
to and iro tothe terror of every thing that is Noble, Generous and Re- 


ligious ? Would you ſee the Loyal Gentry harraſt, ſtarv'd and undone, 
by the Oppreſſion of baſe inſulting Committees? Would you ſee 
the Clergy torn in pieces, and ſacriſiced by the Inquiſition of Sy nods, 
Triers and Commiſhoners' ? And to mention the greateſt laſt; would 


you have the King, with his Father's Kingdoms, inherit alſo his Fortunes 2 


Would you ſee-the-Crown trampled upon, Majeſty haled-from Priſon to 
Priſon, and at length with the vileſt Circumſtances of Spight and Cruel« 


ty, Bleeding and Dying at the Feet of bloody inhuman Miſcreants ? Wouid 


you, now Providence has caſt the deſtructive Intereſt from the Parlia- 


ment, and the Houſe is pretty well ſwept and cleanſed, have: the old 


unclean Spirit return, and take to it ſelf ſeven other Spirits, ſe ven 
other Intereſts worſe than it ſelf, and dwell there, and ſo make our 


latter Kad worſe than our beginning? We hear of Plots and Combi- 


nations, Parties joyning and agreeing, and let us not truſt too much 


in their Oppoſitions among themſelves. The Elements can fight with 
each other, and yet unite into one Body; Ephraim againſt Mana ſſes, 
and Manaſſes againſt Epbraim, and both equally againſt the Royal Real 
Tribe of Judah. Now if we fear the letting looſe the Furies again upon 
us, let us fear the returns of our former Provocations : If we would keep 


off the Ax from our Princes and Nobles, ler us lay it to our Sins; if we 


would preſerve their Lives, let us mend our own. We have complain'd 
of Armics# Committees, Sequeſtrations, but our Sins are thoſe that 


have ſuck'd the Blood of this Nation, Theſe have purpel'd the Scaffold 


with Royal Blood; theſe have blown up ſo many Noble Families, have 
made ſo -many-Widows, have ſnatch'd the Bread out of the . Mouths of 
ſo many poor Orphans, *Tis our not fearing God hath made others 
not Honour the King ; our not benefiting by the Ordinance of the 
Church, that hath enrich'd others with her Spoils? And how is our 
Church (the only Church in Chriſtendom we read of, whoſe arm'd 
Principles and Practiegg diſown all Reſiſtance of the Civil Power; ſtruck 
and laid at this time? But when I hear of Conſpiracies, Seditions, 
Deſigns, Covenants or Plots, they do not much move or affright me: 
But when I ſee the ſame Covetouſneſs, the ſame Drunkenneſs and Pro- 
phaneneſs, that was firſt puniſhed in our ſelves, and then in our ſanctified 
Enemies: When | fee Joy turned into Revelling, and Debauchery pro- 
claim'd louder than it can be proclaim'd againſt, Theſe, I confeſs, ſtag- 


ger and aſtoniſh me; nor can I perſuade my ſelf we were deliver'd to do 


all theſe Abominations, But if we have not the Grace of Chriſtians, 
yet have we not the Hearts of Men? Have we no Bowels nor Relent- 
ings ? If the Blood and Baniſhment of our King cannot moyg us; if 
the Miſeries of our common Mother the Church, ready to fall back 
into the Jaws of Purchaſers and Reformers, yet ſhall we not ar leaſt 


pity our Poſterity ? Shall we commit Sins, and breed up our Children 
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| hereafter, in the birterneſs of their Souls, Our Fathers have raten ſovwer 


ing other Commandments beſides the Sixth. But at preſent ve are made 


* — 


* 


to inherit the Curſe ? Shall the Infants nos unborn have cauſe to ſay 


Grapes of Diſobedience, and our Treth are ſet on edge with Rebellions 
and Confuſions ? How doth: any one know, but the Oath that he is 
now ſwearing, the very lewdneſs he is now committing, may be ſcored: N 
up by God as an Item for a new Rebellion? We may be Rebels and 
yet not Vote in Parliament, nor ſit in Committees, nor ſight in Armies; 
every Sin is virtually Treaſon, and we may be guilty of Murder in break - 


whole, God hath by a Miracle healed our Rreaches; enred the: Maladies, 
and bound up the Wounds of a bleeding Nation. What remains now, 
but that we take the Counſel that ſeconded the like miraculous Cure, 
Goyour ways, fin no more, leſt a worſe thing come ups ut. But ſince 
aur Calamities have reached that height, that they give us rather cauſe 
toſear a Repetition, than a poſſibility of Gradation: Fſhall diſmiſs you 
with the ſame Advice upon a different Motive, Go, ffn #0: wore, left the 
(fame. Evil befal you; Which God ot his infinite Mercy prevent, even 
#har God, by whom: Kings Reign, and Princes decree: Juſtice ; by whom 
cheir Thrones are Eſtabliſhed, and by whom their Blood will be revenged. 
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